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The Theology of Worship

When we talk about “worship” or “praise and worship,” what usually comes to mind?

When we think of praise and worship, we often think of what we DO.  Action verbs like sing, dance, shout, weep, etc. come to mind.

But why do we do the things we do in worship?

It all begins with GOD!

Our worship is a response to:

1) WHO HE IS

2) WHAT HE HAS DONE

Out of all Christians in the world, what percentage of them do you suppose are “theologians?”

100% 

Theology is simply WHAT YOU BELIEVE ABOUT GOD.

Literally: Theo- GOD 

Logos- A WORD

Theology- “A WORD ABOUT GOD”


“There’s nothing as practical as a good theory”

· Dave Moore

The way we act is always based on the things we believe.

What we believe about who God is, what he has done for us and what he requires of us will always determine HOW WE WORSHIP HIM!!!

Before we go into the “how to” of leading worship, we need to establish a solid biblical theology of worship.

Six Basic Principles:  

1. We were CREATED to worship God and have FELLOWSHIP with Him

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation 4:11 KJV)

-  Before you are a worship leader, you are a WORSHIPER.

-  Before you can be a pastor, deacon, Sunday School teacher, evangelist, prophet or anything else, you are first called to be a WORSHIPER.

-   Whether you sing on the platform or not, decide to live your life in worship to God.  IT IS WHAT YOU WERE CREATED TO DO.

Application- View worship as more than just your ministry, view it as your LIFE’S PURPOSE. 

* You will never be in public what you are not in private.

2. Worship belongs ONLY to the GOD OF ISRAEL

“You shall have no other gods before me.  You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God, am a jealous God” (Exodus 20:3-5)

-  Did you know God was jealous for you?

-   Whether it is entertaining other religions or personal desires, ANYTHING that takes your complete devotion away from God is SIN.

-  The word “worship” comes from the old English word “WORTH-SHIP.”  How much is God worth?  

Application- Let nothing in your life steal your WORSHIP of God.

* One temptation that ministry leaders and worship leaders face is the lure of drawing attention to themselves instead of God.  This must never be!!!

3. God ORDAINS and ANNOINTS certain men and women of God to LEAD His people into worship

“Then Moses said, ‘This is what the LORD has commanded you to do, so that the glory of the LORD may appear to you’” (Leviticus 9:6)

-  The chief worship leader over any “flock” (congregation) is ALWAYS the “SHEPHERD” (PASTOR).

 -  Under the pastor are the Music Pastor, Worship Leader, and Worship Team.

- The purpose of a worship team is never to “entertain” through performing but always to LEAD the congregation into WORSHIP.

Application- 1) Take your place as LEADERS in this ministry.


2)  SUBMIT to the pastor and then to the WORSHIP LEADER.

* God does not ask our opinion on the matter, HE SAYS SUBMIT TO LEADERSHIP, PERIOD (Hebrews 13:17)

4. Through Jesus Christ, not only CAN we come freely to God to worship, we are SOUGHT by Him to worship

“In him and through faith in him (Jesus), we may approach God with freedom and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12) 

“Here I am, I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” (Revelation 3:20) 

-  God deeply desires for His people to be in His presence in pure worship to Him. 

     -  He cares so much that He sent Jesus to save us from the DEAD      RELIGION of rituals and regulations.

Application- STORM the gates of HEAVEN every opportunity you get.  To not do so is to reject God’s gracious invitation.

5. Music has always been an important EXPRESSION of biblical worship

Read Psalm 81:1-2, Psalm 50
“Any faith that is genuine wants to express itself outwardly”






-  William Dyrness Themes in OT Theology

-  Music has always been (in virtually every culture) one of the most prominent and important expressions of what is in the SOUL of people.  

-  This is even truer today.  Think of distinct groups of people in society and I’ll bet you can identify them by their music.

Application- View your music (including singing, playing of instruments, spontaneous melodies, etc.) as a DIRECT OFFERING to God.  

* This is why we believe worship should have a contemporary sound.  If Jesus is still alive, and we are still alive, THEN HE IS STILL GIVING A NEW SONG.

6. Worship that pleases God DRAWS His TANGIBLE PRESENCE (or GLORY)

“The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give praise and thanks to the LORD.  Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals, and other instruments, they raised their voices in praise to the LORD and sang:

‘He is good; 

   his love endures forever.’

Then the temple of the LORD was filled with a cloud, and the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the temple of God” (2 Chronicles 5:13-14)   

-
The Hebrew word translated “glory” here is kabod.  It literally means “weightiness.”

-  When we experience God’s Glory, we experience the awesome weight of His Presence (which may well be why some people fall down).  

- When God shows up in our worship service, He is revealing the worth or weight of His superior character and power.  This is the manifestation of the GLORY of GOD (See Exodus 33:14-20; 34:4-7).  

- God wants to reveal His Glory to us EVERY WEEK, because in His Glory we experience the fullness of His CHARACTER and POWER.

 Application- Do not be SATISFIED with anything less than the awesome manifest PRESENCE of God in our services.

So why do we desire to be LEADERS in worship?

1. God CREATED us to do it.

2. God COMMANDS that we do it.

3. God has CALLED us to lead it.

4. God has INVITED us to do it with confidence.

5. God has given you the SONG and SKILL to express it.

6. God has promised to come NEAR to us when we do it.

The expectations, commitment, and attitudes of worship team members.

Session #2

Introduction:

· The misconceptions about platform ministry.

· Ron Parsley’s Policy

· The power of being seen.

1. Holy Spirit is stronger in the front.

2. If you don’t respond to the Holy Spirit, then most people in the pew will not respond to him either.

3. People respond to what they see.

· High standards for public ministry. (James 3:1)

I. You must represent the church well.  (When you represent the church well you represent me)

· Dress modestly

· Be clean

· No drinking

· Try to stop smoking

· You are an example

II. You must appreciate excellence of ministry.

Illustration:  The bad solos I have seen.

· You must practice.

· Stop the causal atmosphere and form a professional atmosphere.

· We want quality. (So know your role.)

· We will not sacrifice quality by giving grace to your inability.

III. You must have a servant’s heart.

· We are not looking for superstars. (Team)

· Be willing to do anything to make the team better.

IV. You must have a strong commitment to the church and to the worship team.

· Matthew 25:23—Gives us the right to give you more time.

· Come to church on a regular basis.

· Prepare to be faithful on Sunday night.

· Be on time!

· You must be a member.  (Fellowship > Membership > Leadership)

· Be steady— This builds confidence in the congregation.

· Benefits come with faithfulness and time.

V. You must understand our philosophy of worship and our church vision.

· Giving your best to God is part of worship.

Illustration:  Emmanuel Full Gospel Tabernacle: All pilled in the choir.

· Have a heart for worship.

· The Pie concept of worship.

· Know your role

“Just because you have microphone does not mean you can talk.”

Illustration:  Kathy Barrett screaming in the mic. the devil is here.

· Submitting to Spiritual authority.

· Don’t surprise the pastor.

Session #3

Pastor’s vision for the church’s worship

Introduction:

· The vision comes from the pastor.

I. I want to see a worship team that can lead the church into the presence of God.

· Spiritually dynamic

· I want the people to know that they have been in the presence of God.

· I want to see explosive praise, but deep worship.

· Flexible

· Sensitive in timing within ministering situations.

Illustration:  Worship teams kill the spirit at altar calls.

· Flow with the pastor.

· Spiritual practices

· Lead in intercession and worship at prayer time.

II. I want to see a worship team that is excellent in ministry.

· Quality

· Professional (Not the Hee Haw Show)

· Skilled and well practiced.

III. I want to see a worship team that understands timing.

· Into to service, and dead time.

· Understands the maturity of the worshipers.

· Intense but condensed.

Illustration:  First Assembly of God in Greenville would have 1hour to 1.5 of worship on Sunday night.  They did worship evangelism.

· I don’t foresee that happening in the church.

· Worship teams develops whole nights of worship.

· Most of the time you need to leave people looking for more.

Illustration:  At Southeastern in 30 mins we touch God.  

· We are not limiting God, but I feel this is what he wants for our church. (Mature worshipers)

· We will have multiple services.

1) 1-3 teams

2) Back-ups at each position.

3) Family Friendly

IV. I want to see a worship team that understands the diversity of people.

· The concept of the pie.

· Hymns (I want to be progressive, but not to the extreme.)

· Styles- A little variety—Mix it up

· Drama and the arts.

V. I want to see a worship team that understands teamwork.

· Cooperation

· Selflessness—This is not so you can be heard.

Illustration:  One time at central we removed the guitar player.

VI. I want to see a worship team the can dream big.

· I see lots of musicians—Brass section.

· Youth worship choir

· Make CD’s 

· Evangelism production at the cultural center.

